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• GrowingCircle project continues the awareness actions on Data Templates.

• This video aims to explain how Data Templates are relevant structures for the 

information traceability through the construction processes. 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RnMsT4lfOMk (20:48)

• Gain knowledge on the theoretical framework and standards behind Data Templates. 

• Assist to the video and obtain the GrowingCircle awareness certification answering 

correctly to 6 of 10 questions in the form:

• https://forms.gle/bAWaTGWdEPVhrRLXA

Video and exam
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To bring awareness of Construction Industry stakeholders (that already have a

basic knowledge on BIM) for the relevance and role of Data Templates on the

construction process and as tool to foster efficiency and circularity.

After this class you should have gained competency to identify the role of

Data Templates plays to Integrate Data for an Efficient and Sustainable

Construction.

Project

Data Templates

Learning Outcomes

Program Operator Promotor Partner

To bring awareness of Construction Industry stakeholders (that already have a

basic knowledge on BIM) for the relevance and role of Data Templates on the

construction process and as tool to foster efficiency and circularity.

After this class you should have gained competency to identify the role of

Data Templates plays to Integrate Data for an Efficient and Sustainable Construction.

The learning objectives target:

o The Data Templates characteristics and functions

o Comprehension that Data Templates are data-driven and range Building's life cycle

o Identify the outcomes from Data Templates deployment for an efficient and more

circular construction

Project

Data Templates

Learning Outcomes
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To start – digital data is all around

Make

Price

Body Style
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To start – digital data is all around
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To start – digital data is all around

Program Operator Promotor PartnerProject

To start – digital data is all around
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Moving to Construction Industry…

The Construction Industry uses also similar tools:

Digital product passports (DPP)

Material Passports

Circular Materials Passports

Product Circularity Data Sheets

others….

Why this is so important?

Program Operator Promotor PartnerProject

Write down your arguments:
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Why this is so important?
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Performance properties?

Cost and warranty 

period?

Dimensions and 

warranty period?

Raw materials and 

waste codes?

Service life and raw materials?

Global Ozone Depletion 

value?

Why this is so important?

Program Operator Promotor PartnerProject

Thermal conductivity value?
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Design 

Deliverables

Sustainability Analysis 

LEVEL(s)

Logistics

Handover

Waste Audit

Life Cycle Cost

Design for 

Disassembly

Thermal conductivity value?

Performance properties?

Cost and warranty 

period?

Dimensions and 

warranty period?

Raw materials and 

waste codes?

Service life and raw materials?

Global Ozone Depletion 

value?

Why this is so important?
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EN 

14509

Technical 

Folder

EPD

Design 

Deliverables

Sustainability Analysis 

LEVEL(s)

Logistics

Handover

Waste Audit

Life Cycle Cost

Design for 

Disassembly

?

Thermal conductivity value?
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The ‘Data-Elephant’ in the Construction Industry

Challenges for building materials ‘supply chain’ (by Paul Surin)

o Siloed data in inconsistent formats

o Low data quality and lack of data governance

o Over 30 classification systems – BauClass, Uniclass, NRM

o Fragmented BIM landscape with different standards (To BIM or not to BIM)

o Fragmented vendor landscape with limited interoperability Lack of

standards for parts/equipment catalogues

o Lack of IT & OT security of Digital Twins and Models

o Sites lack infrastructure to leverage data

o Install base lacks sensors and embedded monitoring to benefit from IoT

o Insufficiently skilled labour to implement complex data projects

Project

Simply investing in BIM is insufficient to 

address the data challenges faced by 

materials’ ‘supply chain’

Adapted from Paul Surin (IBM)

Legislation
- Harmonised standards

- European Assessment Documents (EAD)

Standards
- ISO, EN, National standards 

User specific requirements

Industry recognised requirements
- COBie, LEED, BREEAM, LEVEL(s), etc.

The solution

Property A

Group of Properties 1

Property N

Property X

Property B

Metadata

Property Z

Property Y

Program Operator Promotor PartnerProject

Manufacturer

Group of Properties n

Concept adapted 

from ©Cobuilder As
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Data Templates (are - will - have) 

Project

Write down your answers:

Data Templates 
- are: 
- will: 
- have:

Program Operator Promotor Partner

Data Templates are standardised, interoperable metadata structures used to

describe the characteristics of construction objects. ISO 23387

“Data templates will enable construction project stakeholders to exchange

information about construction objects through an asset life cycle, using the

same data structure, terminology and globally unique identifiers to enable

machine-readability.” ISO 23387

Project

“Data templates have a common data structure describing the characteristics

(called ‘properties’) of a construction object, and its physical qualities,

according to a credible source of information –be it a standard or regulation.

On the other hand, for any software, the data template structure is a set of

concepts that are connected to each other with different relationships.”

Cobuilder

Data Templates (are - will - have) 
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Reference document

Reference document

Reference document

Unit

Construction object

Data Template

Property

Quantity

Group of properties

Reference document

Data Templates in detail (ISO 23387) 

Program Operator Promotor PartnerProject

Reference document

Reference document

Reference document

Unit

Construction object

Data Template

Property

Quantity

Enumerated type value

Group of properties

Reference document

Data Templates in detail (ISO 23387) 

Material 

Passport

(following 

ISO 23387)

(following 

ISO 23387)

Data Sheets
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Reference document

Reference document

Reference document

Unit

Construction object

Data Template

Property

Quantity

Enumerated type value

Group of properties

Reference document

Example:

Data Templates in detail (ISO 23387) 
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Reference document

Reference document

Reference document

Unit

Construction object

Data Template

Property

Quantity

Enumerated type value

Group of properties

Reference document

Example:
Roof materialsCPV, UNSPSC

Data Templates in detail (ISO 23387) 
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Reference document

Reference document

Reference document

Unit

Construction object

Data Template

Property

Quantity

Enumerated type value

Group of properties

Reference document

Example:
Roof materials

Metal faced 

insulating panels

CPV, UNSPSC

EN 14509

Data Templates in detail (ISO 23387) 

Program Operator Promotor PartnerProject

Reference document

Reference document

Reference document

Unit

Construction object

Data Template

Property

Quantity

Enumerated type value

Group of properties

Reference document

Example:
Roof materials

Metal faced 

insulating panels

CPV, UNSPSC

EN 14509

Data Templates in detail (ISO 23387) 

EWC code Construction and 

Demolition WasteDecision 2014/955/UE

Decision 2014/955/UE
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Reference document

Reference document

Reference document

Unit

Construction object

Data Template

Property

Quantity

Enumerated type value

Group of properties

Reference document

Example:
Roof materials

Metal faced 

insulating panels

CE Mark
Thermal Conductivity

CPV, UNSPSC

EN 14509

EN 14509

Data Templates in detail (ISO 23387) 

Construction Products Regulation

Program Operator Promotor PartnerProject

Reference document

Reference document

Reference document

Unit

Construction object

Data Template

Property

Quantity

Enumerated type value

Group of properties

Reference document

Example:
Roof materials

Metal faced 

insulating panels

EPD

Global Warming Potential

CPV, UNSPSC

ISO 14025 

EN 14509

Data Templates in detail (ISO 23387) 

ISO 22057
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Reference document

Reference document

Reference document

Unit

Construction object

Data Template

Property

Quantity

Enumerated type value

Group of properties

Reference document
Material 

Passport

(following 

ISO 23387)

Example:
Roof materials

Metal faced 

insulating panels

EN 14509

CE Mark
Thermal Conductivity

W/m.ºC

0,00218

CPV, UNSPSC

EN 14509

EN 14509

Data Templates in detail (ISO 23387) 

(following 

ISO 23387)

Data Sheets

Data Templates – implementation 

Data Template

ISO 23387

Dictionary

ISO 23386

Standards, 

regulations …

Program Operator Promotor PartnerProject

Thickness

Color

Air permeability, EN 12114

Trademark, model

Waste codes

CE Mark

Chemical composition

GUID
Name

Definition

…

Property 

attributes
(metadata)

Concept adapted 

from ©Cobuilder As
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GUID
Name

Definition

…

Property 

attributes
(metadata)

Thickness

Color

Air permeability, EN 12114

Trademark, model

Waste codes

CE Mark

Chemical composition

Normas, 

regulamentos, …

Data Template

ISO 23387

Dictionary

ISO 23386

Standards, 

regulations …

Program Operator Promotor PartnerProject

Concept adapted 

from ©Cobuilder As

Data Templates – implementation 

Catálogo

Produtos(following 

ISO 23387)

Data Sheets

Data Templates – added-value for the industry

✓ Data into context

The key attraction of embedding data in the model is that it

helps to put equipment data in context;

✓ ONE place for the information

The information related with construction objects is digital,

traceable. There are no spreadsheets or other files to

transfer information from one tool to other;

✓ Easy tracking by the FM: where it is and what it is

Much of what owners are trying to track about each

component is about two things – where it is, and what it is.

Program Operator Promotor PartnerProject

Concept adapted 

from ©Cobuilder As
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Relevant Standards 

Project

ISO 
12006-3

ISO 23386

ISO 23387

Data 
Templates

ISO 17412

(LOIN)

ISO 17549-1/2

(IFC CODv)

bSDD

(Data Dictionaty)
ISO 22057

(EPD for BIM)

ISO 19650

ISO 19650 Organization and digitization of information about buildings and civil engineering 
works, including BIM - information management using building information modelling

ISO 12006-3 Organization of information about construction works (object-oriented)

ISO 23386 Methodology to describe, author and maintain properties in interconnected data 
dictionaries

ISO 23387 Data templates for construction objects used in the life cycle of any built asset

ISO  17412 Building Information Modelling. Level of Information Need (LOIN). Concepts and 
principles 

ISO 17549-1/2 Information technology — User interface guidelines on menu navigation

bSDD buildingSmart Data Dictionary is an online service that hosts classifications and 
their properties, allowed values, units and translations

ISO 22057 Sustainability in buildings and civil engineering works – Data templates for the 
use of EPDs for construction products in BIM 

Concept adapted 

from ©Cobuilder As

Program
Technical 

Design
Construction Handover Use

Preliminary 

Design

End of life

Refurbishment

Re-use

Compliance check
Consumption 

evaluation

Catálogo

Produtos

Thermal 

conductivity

Thermal performance 

preview

Sustainability

Energy pre-certificate

Energy consumption 

simulation

Energy 

Certificate

Data Templates
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Recap 

Platforms, software, …. 

Catálogo

Produtos(following 

ISO 23387)

Data Sheets
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Recap 

(following 

ISO 23387)

Waste Audit

Material 
Passports

Data Sheets

Recap 

Program Operator Promotor PartnerProject

Data Templates are standardised, interoperable metadata structures

used to describe the characteristics of construction objects. ISO 23387

Keywords:

o Construction objects properties

o Digital information consolidation

o Machine-readable

o Data dictionary

o Data systematisation and traceability

Date Templates will consolidate information regarding:

o Manufacturer data

o Performance data

o Environmental data

o O&M data

o Geometric data

o Features data

✓ Data Templates acting as data-driven into Building's life

cycle providing resemble and digital information for the

phases of design, construction, use and

deconstruction.

✓ Data Templates are the framework to support the

development of Material Passports (data sheets).

✓ Data Templates deployment consolidating asset data

will increases Construction Industry efficiency avoiding

errors and decreasing lead times.

✓ Data Templates will promote a more Circular

Construction optimising decommission analyses

(mainly the waste audit) and providing a credible

catalogue of the as-built assets.
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GrowingCircle project joins Instituto da Construção and Trondheim University

GrowingCircle - “Integrated Data for Efficient and Sustainable Construction” project was

approved under the EEA Grants 2014-2021 “Environment, Climate Change and Low

Carbon Economy Programme”.

To enhance the construction sector digitalization trends it is necessary to develop

mechanisms to foster information systematization, integration, management,

maintenance and tracking about the built objects and the construction products that

compose them.

Data Templates are the standard and interoperable metadata structures capable of

responding to these challenges, contributing to the effective implementation of more

circular, more efficient and environmentally friendly practices.

The project is promoted by IC – Instituto da Construção, Portugal

with NTNU – Trondheim University , Norway as partner.

Partnership

GrowingCircle and Cobuilder are

developing case studies whose result will

be, among others, a GrowingCircle catalog

of construction products, according to the

Data Templates (ISO 23387)

Program Operator Promotor Partner

• GrowingCircle project continues the awareness actions on Data Templates.

• This video aims to explain how Data Templates are relevant structures for the 

information traceability through the construction processes. 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RnMsT4lfOMk (20:48)

• Gain knowledge on the theoretical framework and standards behind Data Templates. 

• Assist to the video and obtain the GrowingCircle awareness certification answering 

correctly to 6 of 10 questions in the form:

• https://forms.gle/bAWaTGWdEPVhrRLXA

Video and exam
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What was your result form the exam?

37


